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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ATONEMENT CONSIDERED. 

. (Concluded from p. 29.) 

] had intended to have taken some notice of your 
answers to “ A Friend to Truth,” but being afraid 
to swell this communication beyond proper bounds, 
and being persuaded he is fully able to defend him- 
self, I shall barely take notice of one expression, 
and contrast it with what you say on the subject in 
the First Volume. In your answer to the “ Friend 
to Truth,” p. 42. 2d col. in speaking on the pas- 
sage “ The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin,” 
you say, “ You are to understand what John (First 
Epistle i. 7.) says, ‘If we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
aud the bloed of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin!’ But if you do not walk in the lighi, 
you will not be cleansed !” 

Now see your sentiments on this subject in Vol. 
I. p. 126, col. 1. in answer to Theophilus—* Tbhe- 
ophilus concludes this paragraph, after speaking of 
the blood of Christ being spiritual, and cleansing 
from all sin those who walk in the light, &c. says, 
* So it consequently fellows, that they who do not 
walk in the light, &c. are not, in fact, cleansed from 
all sin.’ If so, a man who walks in this light, or be- 
lieves that the blood of Jesus cleanseth him from all 

sin, and believes this on the testimony of Christ, 
who declares, (see John vi. 51.) ‘I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven. If any man 
eat of this bread he shall live for ever; and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world.’ If any man believes this 
he ‘walks in the light.’ His believing does not 
make it true,—if it is not truth before he believes it, 
there is no light for him to walk in! But there is 
truth, aad light, and knowledge. ‘My people, 
{says God,) perish for lack of knowledge.’ If they 
had knowledge of this fact, that they are saved, are 
cleansed, by the blood of Christ, they would noi 
perish.”’ I shall make no comment gn this either, 
but I wish you, if possible, to reconcile the two quo- 
‘ations together, and remain, in full confidence of a 
candid and satisfactory answer. 
Your sincere friend, 
ASPASIO. 
REMARKS. 

We should be pleased to have Aspasio explain his 
views. He is fully in sentiment with us, he says, in 
eur First Volume. But, is he willing to say, that a 
man is cleansed from all sin, while the man is igno- 
rant of the plan of redemption, his mind agonized 
with fears of future suffering, and, in his own con- 


ception, black with iniquity? Let Aspasie read his 





ed 
last paragraph again. Our remarks on Theophilus’s 
communication, there contained, require no amend- 
ments. The tiuth is, that the “ blood (Spirit) of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin.” But none experi- 
ence this cleansing influence but those who believe 
this truth. Avnd it is likewise a fact, that the truth 
to be believed, which is, that “‘ the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin,” is true before it is believed ; 
but, no man Gan be experimentally benefited by the 
knowledge and belief of this truth, until he knows 
and believes the truth. We think this is so plain, 
that he that runs may read. 
<j — 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Epitor,—I wish you would, through the 
medium ofthe “ Gospel Herald,” explain what you 
think is the true meaning of the 31st and 32d ver- 
ses of the xiith chapter of Matthew. Do you not 
think there is a palpable contradiction in the 31st 
verse? I wish you would inform me if you do not 
suppose there is likewise a contradiction in the 28th 
and 29th verses of the third chapter of Mark ? 

If you will comply with tue above request, you 
will confer a great favour on 





AN INQUIRER. 

WVew-York, July 16. 

ANSWER, : 

The passages spoken of, and which are supposed 
to teach a doctrine of an “ unpardonable sin,” we 
must confess, to us, according to the common trans- 
lation, appear very contradictory. Independent of 
the contradiction which appears upon the face of 
the translation, there is an incongruity in the opin- 
ions of the world relative to the doctrine supposed 
to be taught here, and the most prominent doc- 
trines of the Scriptures. God, says an apostle, 
“now commandeth all men, every where, to re- 
pent.” Now for God to command ali men every 
where to repent,when there are some men every where 
whom he has deterinined never to forgive, is a sen- 
timent at open war with every rational principle. 
And farther, God has said, “ Come, and let us rea- 
son together. Though your sins are as searlet and 
as crimson, they shall be as wool and as snow.” 
From which it appears, that a man may be the 
greatest sinner, and if he reasons with God, and 
admits the truth of God’s declarations, he will be 
forgiven. Now one of two things must be admitted. 
It is perfectly reasonable to suppose an unpardona- 
ble sin can be pardoned, and the offender, from be- 
ing, in his moral character, crimsoned with trans- 
gression, to become white in innocence as wool or 
snow, or that the doctrine of an unpardonable sin 
has no reason in it. 
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The contradiction we allude to is the following— | 


Mark is (by our translators) made to say, “ hath 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal dam- 
nation.” Now according to this corupt reading, a 
man may never be forgiven, and never be puntshed— 
or damned—but only in danger of punishment or 
damnation. This, on the face of it, is a complete 
refutation of the doctrine it is supposed to support. 

The sin of blasphemy is defined in the succeéding 
verse, (Mark iii. 30.) “ Because they said, He hath 
an unclean spirit.” The word rendered unclean, 
includes, in its definition, “ dishonesty and wicked- 
ness.”” We leave # to the reader to decide, who 
those are in our day, who accuse God of dishonesty 
and wickedness. And to find a greater instance of 
dishonesty, than to promise salvation to those whom 
he means to destroy in wretchedness. Or of greater 
wickedness, than to inflict unmerciful, never-ending 
punishment. Who are those who accuse a God ot 
love of these abominably dishonest and wicked pur- 
poses? Not believers in His unbounded love and 
mercy to all men! 

The passage alluded to by our correspondent, 
follows, Matt. xii. 31,32. “ Wherefore, 1 say unto 
you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for- 
given unto men: but the blasphemy against the 
Foly Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And 
whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, 
it shall be forgiven him, but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this wortp, neither in the world to 


come.” In the 31st verse, the ellipsis is not impro- 


perly filled with the words against and Holy,(which 
But there 


are a supply,) the context authorizing it. 
is nothing in the text nor context to justify the 
phraseology in the 32d verse. ‘The abundant mercy 
of God is exemplified in this passage. It is decla- 
red, that “.2/ manner of sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men.” In other words—Men shall 
hope for, and have a sense of, forgiveness, for all 
their sins and blasphemies. (See original of Mark 
ini. 2%.) That is, shall have remission of their sins. 
But an exception is there made to the sin of blas- 
phemy against the Holy Spirit, or'Spivit of God. 
Now, if any man pretended to be a believer in the 
salvation of eli men, and denied this declaration, 
we should say, without hesitation, he was ignorant 
of the Scriptures, and his faith was without know- 
ledge. We believe it to be absolutely impossible 
for any man to havea sense of forgiveyess, from 
God, ora remission of his sins, so long as he bias- 
phemes God, by attributing to him “ an unclean,” 
or “ dishonest and wicked spirit.” If our oppovents 
will prove that men in a future mode of being will 
do this, then we shall concede that men in a future 
mode of being will not have forgiveness, but will 
suffer, &c. Instead of rendering this, “neither in 
this WORLD, neither in the world to come,” it should 
be rendered, “ neither in this, nor the coming age.” 
That is, during the Jewish dispensation, or the dis- 
pensation of the Gospel, which was then to come. 
We, however, as already mentioned, have no objec- 
tion to extend the time to all eternity, to accommo- 
date our friends who delight in misery and suffer- 





ing. It will not militate against our faith, ror — 
views. We would only caution them to beware. 
lest their denunciations should fall upon their owy 
heads! For we verily believe, and a regard for the 
truth is our motive for declaring it, that all of them, 
without any erception, are guilty of this sin, to which 
they annex the penalty of endless damnation and 
wretchedness! We repeat it—Friends, have ay 
eye to yourselves ! 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE MORALIST, NO. IX. 


“ The rich and the poor meet together ; the Lorp is 
the Maker of them all.” 


How astonishing is the rapidity of thought! Ip 
a moment she soars to distant worlds. With mixed 
wonder and delight, she beholds the beauty, order, 
and variety of the planetary system. For a mo- 
ment she explores the countless systems of the vast 
expanse. In all she sees the majesty, grandeur, 
wisdom, power, and beneficence, of a God. Anon 
she quits the vaulted sky, and, with the rapidity of 
the vivid lightning, shoots through creation, viewin: 
as she flies, the numberless tokens of God’s wisdow 
and goodness. She considers the whole a perfect 
model of mechanism. With this pleasing excursion 
She returns to her former habita- 


tion, contemplating the various grades of being that 
J 


she is satisfied. 


“form the perfect whole,’ 
sible manner. 


associating in every pos- 
The inquiry arises, From whence 
these beings? Reason answers—From God. She 
is transported. She catches the fire of poetic ge- 
nius, and exclaims, 

* All are but parts of one stupendous whole ; 

* Whose body nature is, and God the soul.” 

She is not yet permitted to rest in silence. The 
earth begins to tremble—the rocks and the trees 
bend—nature stands aghast—when the 
open, from whence proceeds an angel of celestial 
beauty, heralded by a multitude of heavenly inhab- 
itants, who, in strains of immortal truth, announces, 
that “ Gop created all things: that he is the Father 
and Lord of all.” Revelation, borne on the wings 
of truth, blazes forth the joyful news, until nature 
catches the heart-cheering tidings, and echoes back 
the heaven-born intelligence. Here then, is a solu 
tion of the question, “ Are we all brethren ?” 

“The rich and the poor meet together.” For 
what? To promote cach other’s happiness? To 
dispel doubts, dissipate darkness, and remove the 
diseases of the mind? No! The rich too often 
look with an eye of superciliousness upon the poor. 

he poor, though deprived of filthy lucre, disdain 
the treatment, and resent the injury. But this is 
wrong. The Lord made you all. You should there- 
fore meet as would a family, connected by princi- 
ples of consanguinity. What would you think of 
that family, thus connected, that should commenc: 
a course of mal-treatment toward each other the 
moment they had convened under the parental roof: 
You would call them madmen, or tyrants. Here 
then, O man, is a mirror, in which thou canst see 
thyself. Instead of promoting the happiness of 
your brethren, you are throwing firebrands of miser) 


heavens 
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throughout the habitations of this world. Cease to 
torment. Go pour the restorative balsam into the 


wounds of your fellows. Go, wrest from the jaws of 


physical agony the children of God. Go, rescue 
from mortal disease the subjects of God’s creation. 
Go, spread the table of peace before the world. Go 
joad it with the dainties of benevolence, of truth, 
and of joy, and invite a world to the banquet. Go 
break the bread of eternal life to all men, and ad- 
yninister to the thirsty traveller the cup of salvation, 
and thou shalt have peace and abundance of joy. 

L. 

i 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ON PRAYER. 

Mr. Editor—Prayer is a subject on which much 
nas been said. Some understand it one way and some 
another. Some consider it useful in one sense, and 
some inanother. But I am disposed to believe the pro- 
fessing religious worl! have generally misunderstood 
the natural import and meaning of the important 
subject of prayer. I will then inqure—What is ac- 
ceptable prayer before God? Is it merely to attend 
to the performance of a tedious round of formal 
ceremony ? Is it to pour forth a flood of high sound- 
ing words, addressed to the Great Eternal, in the 
presence Of public assemblies? Is it to plead with 
feelings of indifference and doubt, for the peace 
and salvation of the fallen family of man? No! I 


Jo not believe that any, or all the before-mentioned 
ceremonies put together, whether performed in the 
temple, the closet, the field, or in the forest, would 


amount to a single acceptable desire before God. 
The question again occurs—What then, is ac- 
ceptable prayer? It is the serious, spontaneous, 
uttered, or unexpressed, desire, for the good and 
happiness of ourselves and fellows. It is a heart- 
felt desire for the exercise of the tender mercies of 
God over all his works. It is any and every good 
dese of the heart. It is a willingness, nay, it is an 
earnest desire, that the will of the eternal God shall 
be done. What then must be the form of that per- 
son’s prayer, who believes that it is the will of God 
that many shall be made the subjects of ceaseless 
misery? Who believe that God foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, that by far the greatest 
proportion of the human family should be made 
the inhabitants of an endless hell? What must be 
the form of that person’s prayer, who thus believes 
of God? Surely, it must be language of the follow- 
lowing import—* Almighty God, I destre and earn- 
estly pray for the eternal salvation of a part of man- 
kind, (the elect) and I sincerely desire and as earn- 
estly pray, for the eternal damnation of the resi- 
due:” (the non-elect.) Such, I say, must be the 
prayer of all those who believe in a limited and par- 
tial salvation, if they pray agreeably to their con- 
ceptions of the will and mind of Jehovah, And 
surely, all ought to pray that the will eof God may 
be done. For our Lord and Saviour, in his prayer, 
has left us the example, saying, (in reference to his 
Father) “ Thy will be done.” We who believe and 
know that God wills the salvation of all men, can 
lift our desire to wim with joy and rapture, and re- 


peat the words of our divine Redeemer, saying, 
“Thy will, O God, be done.” But who that lives 
upon this earthly ball, in his calm and deliberate 
moments, can addross his Maker, and seriously say, 
“ Do thou, O Father, consign the reprobate wicked 
to the tormenting flames of eternal misery!” Sure- 
ly, it appears to me, that there are none whose 
hearts are so callous, whose feelings have become 
so petrified, 

The celebrated Watts, in his book entitled 
“Wart's Sermons,” says, “That upon his most 
mature reflection, he does not think that we ought 
to affirm positively that man’s existence in duration 
will be equal to the existence of the Blessed God ; 
and especially as it relates to the duration of the 
Hence, if Watts, 
when he most maturely deliberated, did not believe 
in the endless misery of man, he surely could not, 
when in the same train of reflection, pray for the 
ceaseless torment of any. Dreadful to relate, there 
have been some who, in the heat of zeal without 
knowledge, have prayed for the endless damnation 
of their supposed non-elect, and said, that they 
should rejoice in heaven, while they beheld those 
who were nearly allied to them in this life, even a 
father, an affectionate mother, the loving brother 
and sister, exiled to the horrible pit of never-ending 
Yea, they have inhumanly said, that they 
should rejoice in heaven while they beheld all these 
groaning in hell. This language is not acceptable 
to God, because “ He delighteth in mercy,” and has 
declared, that he “ will not be always wrath.” And 
[ in charity conceive, it is not the result of the most 
mature deliberation. If it is, I would say of such, 


misery or punishment of man.” 


wo, 


“There is no flesh in their obdurate hearts, 
“They do not feel for man.” 

There are some among us who do not pray for 
the endless misery of their fellows, but, on the con- 
trary, pray for the salvation of all mankind. Are 
the prayeis of such acceptable to God? I will ask, 
Do they believe that will be accomplished for which 
they pray? And I will answer, If they do not 
believe that God will grant their request, their 
prayer is not of faith, it is not acceptable to God. 
For the Scriptures declare, that “ whatsoever is not 
of faith, is sin.” The Apostle Paul, in his First 
Epistle to Timothy, says, we should “ pray without 
wrath and doubting.” He also intreats us in the 
same Epistle, that we should make prayers for all 
men. Surely for the salvation of all, agreeably to 
the will of God, who declares, he “ will have all to 
be saved,” &c. And when we thus pray, we ought 
to believe without the shadow of a doubt, that God 
will fulfil his word and bring every individual of 
the human family home to glory. If we do not 
thus believe, if we do not thus have faith, our pray- 
ers are sin. They are not acceptable to God the 
Saviour of all. 

The following beautiful lines on the subject of 
Prayer, are selected from an old newspaper. You 
will please publish them in the Gospel Herald, and 
oblige yours, H. 

«“ Pray’r is the soul’s sincere desire, 





Unutter’d or express’d ; 
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The motion of a hidden fire, 
That glows within the breast. 

Pray’r is the burden of a sigh, 

he falling of a tear; 

The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near. 

a % is the simplest form of speecl: 

hat infant lips can try ; 

Pray’r the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on High. 

Pray’r is the christian’s vital breath, 
The christian’s native air ; 

His watch-word at the gates of death, 
He enters beav’n with pray’r. 

Pray’r is the contrite sinner’s voice, 
Returning from his ways; 

While angel’s in their song rejoice, 
And cry, ‘ Behold, he prays.’ 

In pray’r on earth the saints are one, 

n word, in deed, in mind; 

When, with the Father and the Son, 
Sweet fellowship they find. 

Nor pray’r is made on earth alone, 
The Holy Spirit pleads ; 

And Jesus, on the Eternal Throne, 
For sinners intercedes. 

O Thou, by whom we come to God, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way, 

The path of pray’r thyself hast trod, 
Lord, teach us how to Pray.” 

== 
CONVERSION OF A UNIVERSALIST. 
From an Auburn Paper. 

As the public wish to know more fully relative to 
the state of mind in which Mr. Harry Rice left the 
world, we will gratify it in the following: 

A Universalian friend stated to this effect: Mr. 
Rice asked me what I thought of my sentiment; I 
paused for an answer, reflecting that our next meet- 
ing might be in eternity; at length I replied, I do 
not know. Mr. Rice answered, it will not do, you 
must give it up. On acertain occasion he exclaim- 
ed to his physician, Dr. Van Vacken, Doctor, it will 
not do. The Doctor replied, you have formerly been 
that way of thinking. Mr. Rice answered, Yes: 
but I give it up. 

The above might possibly have Varied in some 
words, but we believe not in the sense. At this 
time Mr. Rice appeared to be deeply concerned for 
the conversion of his soul, and expressed his belief 
in the necessity of- regeneration—sent for Mr. and 
Mrs. Sweet, members of the Methodist E. Church, 
to visit him—asked them both to pray with him— 


wished to have them with him as much as possible ;) 


told them how he had formerly been affected in 
hearing their prayers—and had shed many tears 
which the world never knew. In a few days a 
brighter scene opened to his view. Now, he said, 
Iam willing to die: but manifested at times a de- 
sire to live, that he might be a brother to those who 
had been instrumental of his salvation. A smile sat 
upon his countenance to the last, and we have no 
reasonable doubt but he experienced religion in the 
time of that sickness, which was unto death, and 
died to live for ever in the paradise of God. 


As some circumstances relative to the death of 


—=- 
Mr. Harry Rice, of Mentz, were published in the 
last week’s paper, we believe, in justice to the de- 
ceased, and his surviving widow, we ought to pub- 
lish his renunciation of Universalism, which he was 
so earnest to communicate in his last sickness. 
Dr. Van Vacken, his physician, and Mrs. Durep, 
his nurse, were not at home when the following 
evidence was obtained: they are however ready, 
we presume, with many others, to testify the same 
thing if it be necessary. 

This may certify that I heard Mr. Loop say, tha: 
Mr. Rice had wholly renounced bis Universalism ; 
and several others heard him at the same time, 
whose evidence may be produced if it be necessary, 

CATHARINE CARTRIGHT, 

We, the undersigners, having often visited and 
spent much time with Mr. Harry Rice, in his last 
sickness, and having conversed with him and heard 
him converse with others, are persuaded, as fully as 
the words of a sick man could persuade us, that he 
did renounce Universalism, and died in the faith of 
eternal rewards and punishments: and we know 
that he made choice of the Rev. Joseph Baker to 
preach his funeral sermon. 

AMOS SWEET, 

MARY SWEET, 

PATTY ANN RICE, (widow of the dec'd.} 
REMARKS. 

We publish the above, for two reasons—W; 
would let our religious opponents know that we 
court investigation: And we also wish to avail our- 
selves of every opportunity to discountenance error, 
and expose the crooked policy of enemies to the 
truth. That the deceased Mr. Rice might have 
passed himself, for a short time, as a Universalist, 
we presume may be very possible. But, that he 
was ever a Christian Universalist, we not only 
deny, but will prove to the contrary! Now this af- 
fair is an objection to the doctrine we believe and 
advocate, in the same manner that the detection of 
counterfeit coin, mixed with the currency of the day, 
would prove that all money was counterfeit ! 

It appears that a “ Universalian friend,” when 
interrogated by Mr. Rice, of his religious senti- 
ments, said, in answer to the question, “ What do 
you think of your sentiments ?” “I do not know.” 
And this man, who acknowledges he does not know 
what to think of his sentiments, is palmed upon the 
world fora believer in that, which, when interro- 
gated, he acknowledges he does not know what to 
think of, much more to believe what he professed !' 
It appears the sick man’s nurse and doctor were 
not present when he recanted! An effort is made, 
however, to drag in the doctor for evidence, and 
words varied in their form, but retaining the same 
sense are used! Now, although we think this ac- 
count, from the equivocal Janguage made use of, 
and the attempt to pass generals for particulars, not 
deserving of any candid person’s notice; yet, we 
are willing to accommodate our friends, who are so 
anxious to make it appear that Mr. Rice recanted, 
and, therefore, acknowledge, that we are of opinion, 
if all they say, and hint, and wish to have understood, 





be true, he really recanted his sentiments. What 
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were they? Not those of a Christian Universalist ! 
He believes firmly in regeneration. That it “is life 
eternal to know God,” and that “all shall know 
him from the least unto the greatest.”"* Mr. Rice, 
from their own confession, did not believe this. 
Consequently, he might have recanted many things, 
for aught we know, but he never recanted the sen- 
timents we believe and advocate, for the excellent 
reason, that he never knew nor believed them! 
—~—>— 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
PRIMITIVE AND PRESENT STATE OF 
MAN. 

Man was made upright. Then he was no m@re 
inclinable to holiness than to sin: being made up- 
right, but neither fixed, ensured, or confirmed in his 
uprightness, but was connected with an earthly 
man of infirmities, and in this way made liable to 
error; or in the words of Holy Writ, “ was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly,t (for the creature 
man could have no will in it,) but by reason of him 
who hath subjected the same in hope.” Ifman was 
made subject to vanity, certainly it must have been 
done by him that made him ; and it was not an un- 
reasonable thing, for we are informed that it was 
done by reason, and the reason of him that made 
him. Some suppose that the 20th verse in the 8th 
chapter of Romans hath an allusion to the seduction 
of man by the devil,in the garden of Eden. To this 
I only reply, that by the one, that we were made 
subject to vanity, by the same we (supposing it to be 
the devil,) were subjected in hope. Then we that 
are thus made subject to vanity have the exclusive 
right to hope, as a legacy from our Father. If man 
is an agent, or probationer, both these terms imply 
a possibility, and even a liability to err. A state of 
trial implies a liability to sin; and our being re- 
warded or punished, necessarily presupposes a state 
of trial. And it doth not appear, that either jus- 
tice or benevolence ought to interfere, and prevent 
us from sinning while in this state of trial; for this 
would frustrate the design of our agency. It is a 
common opinion that man was created immortal : 
that by sin he Jost his immortality. If man was 
created immortal, it must have been the purpose of 
the Almighty Creator, established by an irreversible 
decree. But if mortality, or immortality, is to be 
the result of man’s agency, then it is contingent, 
and a thing not foreknown. But if my Calvinistic 
opponent will adhere to his own mode of reasoning 
he will allow that it was foreknown, because it was 
decreed. Then it follows, that either his mortality 
or immortality was foreordained. And since it hath 
come to pass that man is mortal, he is created ac- 
cording to your own Articles of Faith. 

It is not reasonable to suppose that a creature 
should be made for an endless duration of the dust 
ofthe earth. Neither is it any way to the honour 





* Believers in endless misery consider regeneration, and, 
what they call, the new birth, to be the same thing. Con- 
sequently, we have adapted our phraseology to suit their 
views. 


t Not willingly (gladly, and without a good end in view, 
on the part o God, not man: man is the recipient ; 
the Actor. Ed. 





of God, to allow that he was so essentially frustrated 
in his designs. If man had been created immortal, 
he must also have been made invulnerable—conse- 
quently, without the healing and restorative proper- 
ties of his natural body. Then, when God rested 
the seventh day, he had not finished his work, but 
hath new-modelled it since the fall. I think that it 
can be incontestably proved, that death, or decom- 
position, was in the original constitution of our 
world. Many beasts and birds of prey are made and 
qualified to live in the manner they de live, and in 
no other way. Man was made to pass away and re- 
turn to dust again. And even the globe on which 
he lives must suffer a dissolution, and also pass 
away. 

I shall now consider the fall of man, as it is cal- 
led,—a fall from perfect rectitude toa state of to- 
tal depravity ; and I view the doctrine as contrary 
to reason, revelation, and common experience. 

Firstly. It is contrary to reason. For it is the 
most unreasonable thing imaginable, to set forth 
colours, and the beauty of colours, before him that 
was born blind. For by the preaching, and also the 
writings of my Calvinistic brethren, they consider 
total depravity as total darkness, or blindness, and 
radical, moral death. Is it not unreasonable, and a 
species of insanity, to set forth bread and wine, and 
the dainties of a feast, before him that is dead, and 
use persuasion to invite him to eat, and to live? He 
that is deaf is alsodead. Can the deaf be captivated 
by the harmony of sounds, and the symphony of 
music? As well might you preach to the stones, 
and tell them, that if they would change themselves 
to gold, they would be honoured, and taken into 
king’s palaces. 

The phrases “ fall of man,” and “ total depravi- 
ty,” are no where to be found in Scripture. And 
the passages that are cited to prove total depravity, 
or original sin, as the groundwork, proves the con- 
trary doctrine. Psa. xiv. 3. “They are gone aside, 
they are altogether become filthy: there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.” Let us attend to the 
wording ofthis passage. “ They are gone aside,” — 
then this going aside was a matter of their own, and 
was not being born aside, as original sin would con- 
vey the idea, ‘ They are altogether become filthy,” 
not made so, nor born so, but become filthy by their 
own sin and foolish wandering out of the right way. 
“ They are all gone out of the way.” As to this 
quotation, I only observe, that it is not possible for 
any to go out of the way, unless they had first been 
in it. The following passages from Paul to the 
Romans, are thought to be unanswerable, and full 
proof of original sin and total depravity. Roa. iii. 
9. “For we have before proved, both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin. Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified 
in his sight. For I,know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” I think it will be 
admitted that these passages have one and the same 
meaning: and I allow what Paul saith, in its fullest 
extent, i. e. that in the flesh there dwelleth no good 
thing. No, nor never did, nor ever will! The 
flesh ever was, and will be, so long as it continues, 
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the occasion of sin. And in this sense we are all 
under sin, as Paul concluded. 

Unless tradition and prejudice are too strong for 
the testimony, I think to bring forward sufficient 
proof to evince, that we stand in the same relation 
and nearness to our God and Creator that we ever 
did ; at least so far as it respects our final happiness 
and salvation. Jer. ii. 21. “I had planted thee a 
noble vine, wholly a right seed.” This doth not look 
like total depravity, and primeval corruption. 1 Cor. 
xi. 7. “For a man indeed ought not to cover his 
head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of 
(iod.” ‘Titus i. 2. “In hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before the world be- 
This passage appears to contain a two-fold 
meaning. First. That man in the beginning had 
not immortality or eternal life. Second. That eter- 
nal life was prepared and promised, before the world 
began, and is now offered according to the original 
constitution. James, speaking of the evil of the 
tongue, saith, “ Therewith curse we men, which are 
made after the similitude of God.” Thisis so plain 
and full to the point, that there is no need of com- 

S. M. ROSE. 
(To be continued.) 
— 
From the Christian, Register. 

CEYLON MISSION. 

In a letter dated Aug. 11, 1821, the Missionaries 
at Ceylon, state, that they had but recently received 
the first notice that their Mission had been sanction- 
ed by the British government. 

In the Missionary Herald for the present month 
is the following account of the baptism of two native 
lads. The article is headed “ Encouraging Pros- 
pects of the Mission.” We extract it as it stands, 
that our readers may learn with what a strength of 
prejudice the efforts of the Missionaries to Chris- 
tianize these heathens, are opposed. If these are 
their encouraging prospects, what must be their dis- 


gan.” 


ment, 


couragements! 

“Hitherto we have been obliged to speak of 
judgments. But in the midst of judgments the 
Lord has remembered mercy. ‘Phe prospects of 
our Mission are encouraging. Already have the 
first-fruits ‘from among this heathen people been 
gathered in. At Tillipally, on the 22d of April 
last, the two children from the boarding-school, 
(Nathaniel Niles and Jordon Lodge,) were bap- 
tized, and received as members of the Church of 
Christ. The cireumstances attending their recep- 
tion were interesting. There were five candidates 
for admission, of whom two were adults; viz. (be- 
sides the two above named,) Valu, a schoolmaster, 
a man of high cast; Valen, a gardener, who is a 
covia, or slave; and Porter, a boy in the boarding 
school. Of all these, hopes had been for some time 
entertained, that they were fit sybjects for receiving 
the ordinances, and meetings were held with them, 
for the purpose of instructing them in relation to a 
profession of Christianity, and to the persecutions 
which they might expect to experience. All of 
them appeared well, Six or eight days before the 
time appointed for their admission, the schoolmas- 





ter came to brother Poor, in much trouble. The 
relations of his wife had come together, and re. 
solved to separate her from him, if he did not relip. 
quish his intention of being baptized. Under these 
circumstances, he did not know how to act. Bro. 
ther Poor read and explained to him the rule |aiq 
down by the Apostle, 1 Cor. vii. 15. He appeareg 
much interested in the subject, and expressed hj. 
resolution to make a profession of his faith. Bur, 
as the opposition increased, and his wife positively 
refused to cook for him, he was at length induced 
to yield so far, as to request his baptism might je 
deferred. Valen, the other adult heathen, who is , 
man weak in mind, was intimidated by his maste: 
and relations, and induced to follow the schoolmas. 
ter’s example. The boy from the boarding-schoo), 
Porter, was excluded for the time, on accouni of 
some improprieties of conduct. 

“ As so many of the little number had failed, i: 
was thought, on the Friday preceding the Sabbath, 
doubtful whether any would be received, especially 
as Jordon, a boy of seventeen years of age, was vio- 
lently opposed by his mother. She came to brother 
Poor, on Saturday morning, overwhelmed with 
grief, saying that she should be forsaken by her 
friends, if her son was baptized, and that she would 
not consent to it. Brother Poor then stated the 
subject to her, and to her son, as it is presented in 
the Scriptwes, and submitted to him, whether he 
would be influenced by the authority of Cinist, or 
by that of his mother. This was an affecting scene 
Jt afforded a striking illustration of the words of our 
Saviour—“ A man’s foes shall be those of his own 
household.” Jordon went aside, and conversed with 
his mother on the subject, and told her that he was 
resolved to profess the faith in Christ. She told 
him he should never come into her house again. 
Jordon’s father who was absent from home at this 
time, had previously given his consent that his sou 
should be baptized. 

“Soon after, Niles, aged fifteen years, was re- 
ceived as a candidate for baptism, he went to his 
village, to acquaint his friends with what he was 
about to do. He took his sister alone, (who is the 
only near relation he has,) explained the subject to 
her, and obtained her consent. But when his other 
friends and neighbours understood the case, they 
were much displeased. They abused Niles, and 
said that his parents were fools for placing him un- 
der our care. His sister also became opposed to 
his being baptized.” 


MISSION AT RANGOON. 

It seems that the missionary operations at this 
place have nearly terminated. The opposition from 
the government has lately greatly increased. Mr. 
Judson, who has all along remained there, with the 
exception of some temporary visits, in his last com- 
munication states: 

“The decided intolerance of government, and 
the bitter spirit which is rapidly gaining ground 
among all classes of people, have occasioned the 
zayat [place of public worship] to be quite deserted. 
At present no one dares to come near me! and fot 
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me to go out into the streets, Zayats, and pagodas, 
and proclaim a proscribed religion, would be the 
height of madness.” 

The mission at Rangoon was commenced by 
Felix Cary, (son of “Dr. Cary,” who has since 
rurned a heathen,) and after continuing now up- 
wards of twelve years, the whole number that have 
been brought to embrace Christianity, are only 
thirteen, agreeably to a late statement of Mrs. 


Judson. Phil. Ref. 
REMARKS. 

We invite the serious attention of all, over whose 
minds priestcraft has not spread so dark a mantle 
of delusion as to exclude any ray of light, to the 
above extracts. We are here informed of the “ en- 
couraging prospects,” of two missions; one at Cey- 
jon, and the other at Rangoon. We ask the reader 
ty bear in mind too, that these are the Missionaries’ 
own accounts of the success of their labours. The 
mission at Rangoon is of long standing, more 
than twelve years, and according to their own state- 
ment thirteen natives have embraced Christianity. 
How many of these are children—how many of 
« weak minds”—how many have gone back again, 
or how many were inveigled, or frightened, to pro- 
fess a faith, which they did not understand, we are 
not informed. We need not advert to the notori- 
ous exaggerations in the statements, as to “ revi- 
vals,” and “awakenings,” at home, in order to 
weaken the authority of the Missionary details, for 
they are weak enough in themselves. No one can 
doubt, however, but that they make the most of 
their labours. In more than twelve years, then, at 
the Rangoon Mission, thirteen persons have been 
proselyted ; equal to one a year. What astonishing 
“encouraging prospects!” But have not the Mis- 
sionaries been employed in grubbing up the shrub- 
bery, and breaking up the stony ground of this 
heathen soil, to prepare it for receiving the seed of 
the gospel, so that hereafter they may expect an 
abundant harvest? What says Mr. Judson? Does 
he speak of an expected crop {rom the seed that has 
been sown for twelve years? He says, “that the 
bitter spirit which is rapidly gaining ground among 
all classes of people, have occasioned the zayat 
{place of worship] to be quite deserted ; at present 
no one dares to come near me, and to go out into 
the streets, &c. to proclaim a proscribed religion, 
would be the height of madness.” Such are the 
fraits of many years labour, and such the present 
prospects. Mr. Judson, it seems, is about to leave 
the mission in despair, and if so, it cannot be doubt- 
edthat in one. year there will not a single vestige 
remain of twelve years labour, and the immense 
sum of money expended. 

There is another fact connected with this mission, 
deserving of notice. The business of prosely ting 
is a trade, that the zealots of all religions carry on; 
and in this missionary warfare, which is prosecuted 
against the Asiatics, the latter do not confine their 
exertions wholly to defensive war, but engage in 
offensive operations; and while the Missionaries 
are attempting to convert them to Christianity, 
they not only resist this, but attempt to convert the 








Missionaries to Brahmaism, and the founder of this 
Mission, the Rev. Mr. Carey, has actually been eon- 
verted, and turned heathen. The conversion of one 
reverend divine and learned Missionary, must cer- 
tainly outweigh the conversion of thirteen children 
and persons of weak minds. At this mission, there- 
fore, it is evident the followers of Brahma have had 
greatly the advantage. This is not the only instance 
of the natives converting the Missionaries. The 
Rev. Mr. Adams, a missionary from Scotland, and 
a very learned divine, has been converted by Ram 
Mohun Roy, a learned native, not to heathenisin, 
but to Unitarianism. A curious fact, that the Mis- 
sionaries who are sent to the East to convert the 
natives to Christianity, are taught by the natives, 
what Christianity is! 

The Mission at Ceylon has not been of so long 
standing. It was opposed by the British govern- 
ment, at first, and expected to have been removed 
to the Coromandel coast; but in August last, infor- 
mation was received from the British, permiting it 
toremain. Here is two or more Missionaries, a 
printing press, a school, and it would seem a pretty 
formidable establishment. 

It appears from the above account, that they have 
seared two boys, to be baptized, whom they hail 
first enticed into their school, for the purposes of 
education. Three others, of whom hopes were en- 
tertained, were withheld by their relations. They 
have, then, induced an orphan boy of fifteen years 
of age, against the remonstrances of his sister and 
relatives; and another lad of seventeen, against the 
decided and violent opposition of his mother, te 
become baptized. These are the first-fruits and 
triumphs of the Mission. Now can any one sup- 
pose that these converts understand any thing 
about Christianity, which they have professed ; 
mere children, brought up too, in heathenish dark- 
ness, and without a knowledge of any language by 
means of which they could read the Scriptures? lh 
would be preposterous to entertain any such idea! 

But it is not for the purpose of exainining the 
“encouraging prospects” of this Mission that we 
publish the above account, or make any remarks 
upon it. It is for a different object. 

This account exhibits the happy effects of Mis- 
sionary exertions, so far as they are successful, as 
it is called; or in other words, the effects of con- 
verting the natives. These effects, are, breaking 
up families, wresting the child from the fond em- 
brace of the distracted and agonizing mother, sepa- 
rating the husband from ihe wife, and driving the 
latter to frantic madness. Now, in the name ot 
that Christian charity, which these Missionaries da 
not choose to carry with them, we wish to know, 
what religion there is in these things ? 

We wish to be informed by what Seripture prin- 
ciple of morality, or tule of right, the Missionaries 
inveigle children away from their parents, and sep- 
arate wives from their husbands? Is it a part of the 
morality of the gospel, that children should disobey 
their parents, and wives their husbands? St. Paut 
teaches a different doctrine. How then can the 
Missionary be justified in beptizing children, not 
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only against their will, but in direct disobedience to 
their parents? Are we to be told, that the rights 
aad feelings of heathen parents are not to be re- 
spected ? If this proposition is too barefaced to be 
advanced, then the injury is the same there as it 
would be here. What would a good Calvinist here, 
say, if Missionaries sent from India, or Turkey, 
should inveigle away his children, and induce them 
to embrace Brahmaism, or Mahometanism? Would 
he not consider it the basest of all crimes—that he 
had been robbed of his child, and his child ruined ? 
The Christian parent would think that if his child 
turned Mahometan, he was ruined for time and 
eternity. The Brahman thinks the same, of his 
child, who embraces Christianity, and hence the 
very idea fills him with horror. The real injury ia 
this life, is as much greater in the latter case, as the 
prejudices of the Hindoos are stronger than those 
of the Christian. If a Hindoo embraces Christi- 
anity he becomes at once degraded from his rank, 
deprived of his civil rights, and exposed to the most 
active persecution. No wonder then, that the pa- 
rent is filled with horror at the idea of his child 
becoming a Christian. Let those, then, who claim 
the rights, and have the feelings, of parents and 
husbands, respect these rights and feelings in others, 
even in the “ poor heathen.” Relig. Ing. 
=a 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
EVANGELICAL TEXT. 

Some little time back, when the ladies wore high- 
er ornaments on the head than at present, the “ sin- 
ner saved” took occasion to preach on the ungodli- 
ness of that fashion, and delivered his text as fol- 
lows: “In the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew, 
and seventeenth verse, are the words—‘ Top not 
come down !”” He then proceeded after the pious 
manner of the Methodists, to prove that this was an 
interdiction of God against high head-dress top 
knots. A clergyman whom curiosity induced to be 
present, was completely puzzled by this text, and 
when he returned home, instantly examined the 
chapter and verse from whence it was taken, when 
he found it thus written: “ Let.him which is on 
the house-top not come down—to take any thing out 
ef his house.” What an admirable expounder of 
the Gospel!!! 

—~—— 
A NEW THING UNDER THE SUN. 

We last week received, from a friend in Connec- 
ticut, a pamphlet of 34 pages, with a very long title: 
a part of which, is “ 4 refutation of Universal Sal- 
vation, from the Attribute of Universal Benevolence 
in Deity,” &c. “4 letter addressed to the Rev. 
Abner Kneeland, of Philadelphia.” Whether our 
Brother Kneeland has noticed this publication or 
not, we do not know. Presuming that he has, or 
will, we shall not, at present, offer any thing as an 
exposition of the absurdities contained in this book. 
Our correspondent remarks, that this pamphlet, 
(written by Roswell Judson, A. M.) is called “ The 
unanswered and unanswerable exposition of Uni- 
versal Salvation.” Now we are of opinion, that it 
will not receive that -ppellatien long. 





—<——— 
To Mr. Judson, the writer of this book, we tende, 
the remark, that his effort will not be altogether jp. 
effectual ; for he has raised a monument to his ig. 
norance of the Scriptures, of the doctrine he mean 
to confute, of reason and sound logic. 
—=>— 
CONVERSIONS AND MISSIONS. 
Our readers will learn from the contents of thix 
Number, that the Heathen are retaliating, wis) 
vengeance, upon our Missionary phalanx. When, 
instead of converting ignorant Heathen, they con. 
vert learned doctors, sent to convert them, the t 
bles are turned with a witness! If these facts, to 
say nothing of former proofs of the wretched inap. 
agement of missionaries, do not open the eyes of 
the Public to the impositions practised upon them, 
to drain their purses, on pretence, we think nothing 
can. We advise them to send a new and wnadul, 
terated set, to confirm the opinions of their prede. 
cessors, lest the Heathen take the whole ; and, to 
use a common expression, “ swear to the sack !” 
—>— 
From the London Review. 


DIRGE OF A CHILD. 
No bitter tears for thee be shed, 
Blossom of being! seen and gone ! 
O blest departed one ! 
Whose all of life, a rosy ray, 
Blush'd into dawn and pass'd away. 


Yes, thou art gone, ere guilt had power 
To stain thy cherub soul and form! 
Clos'd is the soft ephemeral flower 
That never felt a storm! 
The sun-beam'’s smile, the zephyr’s breath, 
All that it knew from birth to death. 


Thou wast so like a form of light, 

That Heaven benignly took thee hence, 

Ere yet the world could breathe or blight 
O'er thy sweet innocence ; 

And thou, that brightest home to bless, 

Art pass’d, with all thy loveliness. 


O hadst thou still on earth remain’d, 

Vision of beauty, fair as brief, 

How soon thy brightness had been stain'd 
With passion, or with grief ! 

Now not a sullying breath can rise 

To dim thy glory in the skies. 


We rear no marble o'er thy tomb, 
No sculptur’d image there shall mourn. 
Ah! fitter for the vernal bloom 

Such dwellings to adorn ; 
Fragrance and flowers and dews must be 
The only emblems meet for thee. 


Thy grave shall 5e a blessed shrine 
Adorn'd with nature’s brightest wreath, 
Each glowing season shall combine 

Its incense there to breathe ; 
And oft upon the midnight air 
Shall viewless harps be murmuring there 


And oh! sometimes in visions blest, 

Sweet spirit, visit our repose, 

And bear from thine own world of rest, 
Some balm for humaa woes ; 

What form more lovely could be given 

Than thine, tidings to bring from Heav'n. 


Fe __ 
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